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The Pete & Nelda Laney Student Activities Center 
is located on the west side of the campus just east of 
Hutcherson Center.  The 50,000-square foot structure 
includes the Wayne Evans Gymnasium and the James & 
Eva Mayer Student Lounge.  

The massive gymnasium contains a regulation-size 
basketball court complete with fold-up bleacher seating and 
electronic scoreboards.  The area can also be converted 
into double courts.  

The lower level also includes full locker rooms with 
showers and dressing areas for men and women. 

Upstairs, the elevated indoor running track circles the 
gym, bordered by several classrooms that are used for 
physical education courses, and the cardiac/strength 
center with treadmills, elliptical machines, Nautilus weight 
machines, rowers, and a 25-foot climbing wall. An aerobics 
room with wood floors will accommodate Pilates, yoga and 
aerobics classes offered at Wayland.

The lounge area features a large projection television for 
student entertainment, pool tables, ping pong tables, and 
chairs and tables for the snack bar area.  

Dedicated in the spring of 1999, David & Myrt Wilder 
Field is the home of the Wayland Pioneer Baseball program 
and is one of the premiere facilities in the region. It features 
covered seating for 810, a full press box, inning-by-inning 
scoreboard,  and attached practice infield. Restrooms, 
concessions, picnic plaza and a first-class sound system 
add to the baseball experience for visitors. 

The playing field is grass.  The outfield fence measures 
325 feet down the right- and left-field lines and 395 at the 
center field fence. In the evenings, the Pioneers play under 
eight 100’ light poles that encompass the baseball field. 

Right next to Wilder Field is the baseball fieldhouse, 
which contains two newly remodeled dressing rooms with 
a large, flat screen television, coaches offices, and three 
indoor batting cages.

Other Athletic Facilities

The home of Wayland Baptist University volleyball and 
basketball teams, as well as the WBU athletic offices, 
Hutcherson Center is located on the west side of 
the Wayland campus.  The 3,000-seat facility was named 
in honor of the late Claude E. Hutcherson, a major donor to 
the building and sponsor of Flying Queen basketball for more 
than 50 years.

“The Hutch” officially opened on November 20, 1971.  
It has undergone major renovations in recent years to the 
outer facade, lobby and concession areas.  Two new state-
of-the-art scoreboards were also purchased, an expanded 
training room has been added, and new courtside bleachers 
have been installed.

Hutcherson Center also plays host to numerous high 
school volleyball and basketball playoff games every year, 
as well as many other university and community events.	
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